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COVID-19 AND OTHER IMPORTANT UPDATES 

 

To:   NJSIAA Member Schools 

From: Colleen Maguire, Chief Operating Officer 

Date: July 24, 2020 

RE: NJSIAA Weekly Update  

 

Pre-Participation Examination (PPE) Proposal Status: 

The PPE bill (A4295) is scheduled to be voted on by the Assembly on Thursday, July 30th.  We do not 

anticipate any amendments or changes to the proposal, but will keep you updated on its status.  Upon 
approval by the Assembly, the bill will be immediately sent to the Governor’s Office.  

 

As a reminder, the Senate passed the proposed bill (S2518) on Monday, June 15th.  Below is the link to the 

full Senate bill for your reference: https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/S3000/2518_R1.PDF 

 
Cooperative Sports Program Applications: 

The Cooperative Sports Committee is in the process of reviewing all remaining winter sport applications 

for winter track & field, bowling and swimming.  The Committee will meet, as needed, in August. I 

anticipate its decision letters will be mailed to each school on or about August 15 th.   

 
Applications for spring sports programs are due September 15th.  All information can be found under 

Important Documents on the NJSIAA website.  Please be reminded that the deadline extension for 

cooperative sports program applications is only for emergent reasons related to the pandemic.  If your 

cooperative sports program expired last month, you must submit your application on time. 

 

Fall Cancellations: 
As you may have seen, Carteret High School announced the difficult decision yesterday to cancel its fall 

sports season.  It is important to remember that these decisions are not easy. COVID-19 is impacting every 

school district in a unique fashion, so we should refrain from judging and offer our support to not only AD 

Grace Cunha, but also to the student-athletes that are impacted by this decision.  During this unprecedented 

time, NJSIAA respects the decision of any school board that opts to cancel athletic programs. There will 
be no penalties for such cancellations.  
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NFHS Network – High School Support Program: 

Yesterday approximately 50 NJSIAA member schools participated in a Zoom presentation by the NFHS 

Network regarding its program to provide 2 free Pixellot cameras to NJSIAA member schools.  Important 
follow up information was posted to the AD Forum yesterday as well.   

 

For anyone who missed this Zoom presentation, the NFHS Network will be hosting Zoom presentation next 

week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10:00am.  Please use the link below to register for a future 

presentation: 
 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwscuuprDMqHtcxBYdXQuQlSX0lSr-wuVck 

 

COVID-19 Medical Advisory Task Force Update: 

Phase 3 guidelines for the summer recess period will be available later today, July 24th.  They will be posted 

to the AD Forum but can also be found on the NJSIAA COVID-19 information webpage. There will be 
few changes from the previous Phase 2 guidelines.   Phase 1, 2 and 3 guidelines will remain in place until 

the end of the summer recess period on Friday, August 28th.     

 

Weight room and weight training best practices will also be available later on the AD Forum and the 

NJSIAA COVID-19 information webpage at:  https://www.njsiaa.org/covid-19-documents  

COVID-19 Sports Advisory Task Force Update: 

The Sports Advisory Task Force is hard at work on multiple contingency models should there be changes 

to the upcoming school year.  The models address delays and interruptions to the school year that may 

require condensing or postponing sports seasons.  

 
Next week, the task force will review recommendations from NJSIAA staff on maximum number of games, 

weekly game limitations and limitations on multi-team events for each sport.  Our goal is to make this 

information available next Friday, July 31st, to assist leagues and conferences with scheduling.   

 

NFHS Executive Directors Roundtable Updates: 
The biggest news from this past week’s roundtable update was the announcement by the California 

Interscholastic Federation (CIF) that all 10 Sections statewide are postponing fall sports and will run a six-

month model starting in January.  Each Section will decide on its own which sports to offer and when.  

Therefore, there will be no statewide championships in California this school year. 

 
The Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) has had a tumultuous week.  On Monday night, 

the Association announced that fall sports will start on schedule, July 27th for heat acclimatization, and 

August 3rd for regular practices.  After some counties objected, the FHSAA reversed course on Thursday, 

July 23rd, and postponed all fall sports until August 24th.   

 

Lastly, earlier this past week both Rhode Island Interscholastic League (RIIL) and Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) approved plans to delay the start of their fall season until 

Monday, September 14th.   

 

The takeaway from these weekly meetings is that every state is grappling with the same issues:  uncertainty 

over the start of the school year and struggling to identify contingency plans for many unknowns.   
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Summer Recess Participation Survey: 

Thank you to those that participated earlier this week in the summer recess participation survey – we had 

270 schools respond.   
 

Of those that responded, 80% are participating during the summer recess period, while 12% are undecided 

and 8% will not be participating.  Of the 217 schools that confirmed they are participating, almost 50% 

started July 13th, while approximately 15% will start on August 3rd.  The remaining schools are fairly equally 

distributed between the weeks of July 20th, July 27th and August 10th.   
 

Congratulations and thank you to those schools that are participating this summer.   

 

Final Thoughts: 

Before we all start our weekend, I would like to share an email I received yesterday – it highlights the 

reasons you all are working hard to re-engage your student-athletes: 
 

“I just want you to know we have nearly 400 kids involved in phase I. I see these kids and while I do not 

play a psychologist on TV, the emotional, mental and psychological benefits for our athletes is obvious, 

you need only see their faces.  I'm sure physically it helps as well but frankly that is far less important at 

this point.  

They are part of a team, they see friends, classmates and teammates, and they are getting out.  And all is 

under specific protocols. We have taken thousands of temperatures that presumably would not be happening 

otherwise. We are posing health questions each day, again which probably are not being asked elsewhere.   

I cannot speak for others but obviously it's easier to not conduct these workouts, but as in most c ases what 

is easy may not be what is best. I'm proud of my crew, thanks to them our kids are having a positive 

experience.  

Our focus needs to be on the benefits of what we are doing, not decrying what we may not be able to do 

going forward.”  Steve Jenkins, Bloomfield HS AD 

Thanks Steve for sharing, and for making a difference during these difficult times for everyone! 


